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to. Gandide> a French weekly of strongly
reactionary tendencies, writing three months
after the armistice,, quoted a phrase which the
then President of the Republic, M. Albert
Lebrun, is said to have uttered at Bordeaux
on the eve of surrender: cc Le pire c'est que
les generaux ne veulent plus se battre"
(The worst is that the generals do not want
to fight any more). We put this phrase in
as evidence before the tribunal of history.
It confirms what we have said before: it
was the higher ranks, the upper classes, who
first threw up their hands and accepted
defeat. The French generals were in the
same mood as the French bourgeoisie; they
did not act like soldiers keen on battle, they
behaved as instruments of a class too weary to
dare.
Was it treason, then, which caused the
French army to flinch at the first impact of
the German heavy tanks when they rushed
over the bridges of the River Meuse ? There
is a story that someone " forgot" to blow
up some of these bridges. In one of his
speeches, Reynaud offered another explana-
tion. The Meuse sector, he said, had been
sparsely occupied because of the nature
of the landscape and the strong natural
obstacles it offered; it had been thought